A Thumb Well Do

THE THUMB WAS STOLEN BY NIGHT FROM THE
statue of President William McKinley on the
Plaza sometime in May 2003. Noticed days later,
the thumb's disappearance mobilized Arcata.
Mayoe Bob Ornelas personally posted a $500
reward for its return. Area sculptors pondered
possibilities for crafting a replacement thumb.

The case was cracked when a stranger asked
Billy Dobbins for a cigarctte at Clam Beach.
As he rolled one, the man handed him a pudgy
bronze appendage. *1 thought it was a toe,”
Dobbins said. “It's off the statue of McKinley,"
the man told him.

Dobbins, an unemployed general laborer
from Abilene, Texas, was aware of the $500
reward and notified authoritics. The thumb
thief was granted immunity in exchange for
the thumb. It was returned June 13, 2003.

Concluding a story that made national
news, welder Mike Callaghan reattached Big
Bill’s missing rigid digit, then patina-matched
it with an acid treatment.

Four days after accepting his reward in a
City Hall ceremony, Dobbins was arrested
after what police said was a drunken brawl at a
McKinleyville trailer park. Dobbins was found
passed out in his car not far from where he had
first scen the stolen thumb. He claimed he'd
been ded by pro-thumb theft vigil
who called him a “snitch™

A text from a local newspaper recounts the story of McKinley's thumb being stolen, then returned in 2003.



Memorial Service Held for William McKinley at Humboldt County Courthouse, 1901

McKinloy never set foot in Humboldt County

Text reads, "Memorial service for William McKinley at Humboldt County Courthouse, 1901 / McKinley never set foot in Humboldt County.'
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The bis bronze statue ot (he late
President William  McKinley  that
nculptor Haig Patigian had mn.da for
'l..renta, Humboldt county, on the order
of hndner, went h the
fire wlthout being damaged, on account
of the thoughtfulness of a workman,
says the San Francisco Examiner.
Bronze melts or crumbles under great
heat, and the ‘completed statue was at
the Globe works 3, zen the ﬂre grad-
‘ually drew closer *upon the place.

A passing employe of the works saw
that the statue would be ruined and
\called to other workmen who were
ss.vlng their own belongings:
7! "Come on, boys, let’s save the slatue
of Bill McKinley,” he cried, and under |
hlu lnsplratlon the workmen: bore “l
ready ‘hand. They dragged the heroic |
!lgure to the center of the street. and
‘there 1t rcmulned unharmed, resung
on its back with an outstretched hand
} polntlng to the sky. Many who pass-.

il ed during the week and saw the statue
In the strect shook that hand ana snld
"Good. boy, McKinley!”

. On a Special order from Mayor
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Recreation of notes from testimony delivered at an Arcata Council meeting in the 1990's, arguing for the removal of the statue. The town,
for various reasons, from missing the gazebo to wanting to celebrate an author instead, has attempted to move or remive the statue since

it was installed.





